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type for present needs, and to simplify the technical processes. I
felt *t my duty to take all possible steps to purge our Indian
administration of justice of the reproach of delays which may
amount to a denial of justice. The best apparent method was,
if possible, to utilize the experience of an eminent lawyer from
England with special knowledge and experience of the methods
for acceleration and simplification of civil justice introduced
there, and after associating with him a committee of persons from
our courts in India versed in Indian procedure and conditions,
subject the problem to expert and scientific examination. After
consulting the Secretary of State, my Government sought the
views of local Governments regarding this proposal, and the
suggestion, I am glad to say, has been welcomed by them. In the
coming cold weather I hope to set the machinery in motion for
the conduct of the inquiry. I feel sure that I may count on the
fullest measure of assistance in the inquiry from the Bench and
Bar at Lahore.

AN INDIAN BAR

Another matter of special interest to you relates to the Bar
in India. In England we have, as you know, a single Bar with
one tradition of guidance. In India the Bar has grown up by
provinces. Its constitution and practice and the privileges
of its component members, the barristers and vakeels of each
High Court, vary from province to province. The general
question of the creation of an Indian Bar attracted considerable
interest among the members of the late Legislative Assembly,
and was the subject of no less than three private Bills, and of a
number of resolutions and questions. The Bills touched on only
one or two aspects of the case which has issues of a very com-
plicated nature. The Government of India, in view of the
general interest in the question, have decided to appoint a
representative committee to examine the problems involved, and
to report on all the features of the case in consultation with the
Secretary of State. It has been decided that Sir Edward
Chamier should act as chairman. The names of the members were
announced this morning. All branches of the profession are
represented on the committee which includes judges of High
Courts, sessions judges, barristers, vakils and attorneys, and has a
substantial Indian element. The committee will assemble next
month and commence its enquiry.

In parting from you let me assure you that although I no
longer sit on the judicial bench, I have not ceased to administer